4                                    PREFACE  TO  FIRST  EDITION.
I then resolved to exert every effort to acquire the neces
sary ability, so that           a favorable opportunity should offer I could
my experience for the benefit of boys placed in the same unfortunate
as myself.
Aed while the aspirations of my youth died away amid the busy
turmoil of mechanical life, and smoldered for years (with an occasional
burst of warmth), the thoughts were still cherished, and I began without
any                      save my memory, to give the helpless boys of the
instruction in things they should know in starting out to
the " Art of Coppersmithing."    I did my best to tell from my
own experience, in the most lucid manner, that which is being called for
in everyday life, in three separate branches of the^ copper trade, sup-
with         lesson there was a good boy at my side.   I am pleased
with        result of my first effort, which was in a measure impromptu.
It will not, however, make Coppersmiths of any one without effort and *
but I trust it will be a help to all who have need of assistance,
and be an incentive to boys to exercise whatever talents they may
for their own benefit and that of others less fortunate.
Before closing my  few introductory remarks I  desire to tender
to THE METAL WORKER for the opportunity afforded me for the
consummation of my work.
JOHN FULLER, Si.
, Kansas.